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SEMPER AD MELIORA -
(ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)

Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Week at LCS

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was a fourth-
generation Baptist minister and pastor of
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia. For
thirteen years (1955 – 1968), King lead the
modern American civil-rights movement, achieving
more genuine progress toward equality in America
than any other period in history. King’s success
can largely be attributed to his commitment to
nonviolence and his masterful command of the
English language, power of words, and classical
knowledge. His I Have a Dream speech, Noble

Peace Prize remarks, and Letter from a Birmingham Jail are among the most revered
orations and writings in the English language, and represent watershed moments in
American history.

Headmaster's Message

Finer Land, Better People
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

For young scholars of Liberty Common School, launching
a new calendar year affords those of an optimistic mindset
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a fresh page of opportunity, newfound ambition, and
fervent hope. Guided as we are by the senior-class motto
SEMPER AD MELIORA (Always Toward Better Things),
we seek unity in aspiring toward becoming better people of
a finer land, a more-noble civilization. 
 
In this spirit, the week has proven itself an excellent
occasion for solemn reflection upon Monday’s state holiday
which highlights the Baptist ministry of the Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr., and its acceleration of the American civil-
rights movement. It compels us to acknowledge
Providential blessings and obligations as a light to the

nations that salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.

Liberty’s curriculum intentionally inclines young Americans
to Rev. King’s advocacy for the natural rights of all. It
exposes them to the heroism of other inspired paragons
such as Mary McLeod Bethune, Ruby Bridges, Harriet
Tubman, Frederick Douglass, Booker T. Washington,
and Rosa Parks allowing our professional classroom
instructors to impart deepening knowledge upon these
archetypes spanning all academic disciplines.  

Rev. King must have had ours and all students in mind
when, upon receiving the 1964 Nobel Prize, he remarked,
“Yet, when years have rolled past, when the blazing light of
truth is focused on this marvelous age in which we live, men
and women will know and children will be taught that we
have a finer land, a better people, a more-noble civilization
because these humble children of God were willing to suffer
for righteousness’ sake.” (Watch him here).

Suspending the school session as we will Monday to honor such a consequential lodestar
of faith is a patriotic, fitting commemoration for all teachers and students of liberty – and of
Liberty. SEMPER AD MELIORA!
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2022-2023 Important Dates

Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day—No School
Tue 17 Jan 2023 | Public-Info Night  | 6:30PM | LCHS
Fri 20 Jan 2023 | 5th-Grade Movie Night | 5:00–7:00PM | Plato Campus Agora
Fri 20 Jan 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15-4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Mon 23 Jan 2023 | Liberty Lecture: “The Republic in Renaissance Italy” | 6:30PM |
LCHS Great Hall
Wed 25 Jan 2023 | Internet-Safety Seminar | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall
Thu 26 Jan 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 27 Jan 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 27 Jan 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Mon 30 Jan 2023 | Citizenship Character-Education Assembly | 8:15 AM | Aristotle and
Plato Campuses

Fri 3 Feb 2023 | Winter Carnival | 5:30–7:30 PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Fri 3 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15-4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Sat 4 Feb 2023 | Loveland Classical Symposium | 9:00AM–3:00PM
Mon 6 Feb 2023 | Junto | 6:00–8:15 PM | Aristotle Campus
Mon 6 Feb–Fri 10 Feb 2023  | Penny Wars | Plato Campus
Tue 7 Feb 2023 | 1st- and 2nd-Grade Concert | 5:30 PM and 6:30 PM | Aristotle and Plato
Campuses
Fri 10 Feb 2023 | Free-Dress Day
Fri 10 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Mon 13 Feb–Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day | No School
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President’s Day | No School
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day 
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15-4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Fri 24 Feb 2023 | 6th-Grade Movie Night | Plato Campus Agora
Mon 27 Feb 2023 | Integrity Character-Education Assembly | 8:15 AM | Plato and Aristotle
Campuses
Mon 27 Feb–Fri Mar 3 2023  | Plato-Campus Book Fair
Tue 28 Feb 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora

2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

Every Family a Donor

Raise the Torch Campaign Update. The kick-off of our capital campaign has been a
significant success. In one month, generous Liberty donors responded by giving over
$111,000. The campaign's parent/organizers are incredibly grateful for each and every
one of you who has chosen to partner with us to grow our school and build a performing-
arts center. We are off to a great start on this ambitious, bold, and forward-thinking
campaign. If you’d like to add your dollars to our fund, you can help Raise the Torch
today.

Double Your Donation. Many employers will match your donation to our Raise the Torch
campaign. Find out if your employer participates , and you can double or even triple
your donation.
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All-School News

Liberty Lecture. Don't miss the next Liberty Lecture: “The Republic in Renaissance Italy”
on Mon 23 Jan 2023, featuring guest speaker Dr. Joel Penning. In the late Middle Ages,
the city-states of Italy witnessed the rebirth of an ancient form of government: The
republic. Dr. Penning will consider the conditions which led Italian cities to adopt
republican governments, how their republican experiments managed to overcome the
threat of warfare and social division, and why they ultimately fell.  Click below for a
preview:

Junto. Liberty families are invited to gather together on
Mon 6 Feb 2023 from 6:30–8:15PM at the Aristotle
campus for an engaging educational opportunity hosted
by the Parent-Education Committee. This year’s Junto
includes special presentations from Plato-Camps
principal Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus on the William
Kirkpatrick novel, Why Johnny Can’t Tell Right From
Wrong and LCHS Principal Mr. Torgun Lovely on the
principles of classical education. Free childcare is
available for children potty-trained through 12-years.
Please email Mrs. Jenna Allen to reserve a
spot. CLICK HERE to learn more.

School Portraits. On Sat Jan 21  2023 from 9:00AM-1:00PM, a local photographer will
have a make-up-photo day. CLICK HERE for more information. Photos will be offered at
the  Skillman Photography studio located at 818 E. Elizabeth, Fort Collins.

Legion of XIII. Please join in congratulating the 25
seniors of the Class of ‘23 inducted into the Legion
of XIII on Tue 10 Jan 2023. This special event
honored students who have attended Liberty
Common School for all thirteen years, from
kindergarten through graduation. This year’s
cohort includes:

Eleni Armatas, Signe Bieganski, Ian Brannock,
William Campbell, Jonathan Chan, Katelyn
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Daharsh, Miah Dannahower, Grayson Fraser,
Joshua Good, Logan Haugestuen, Marcus
Jauch, Cole Kashay, Joshua Lacy, Jay
LeMastra, Josie McElwain, Kody Miller, Ava
Niemann, Keenan Paul, Katherine Perchau,
Merek Ranstrom, Dane Reeves, Madison
Reichert, Ruby Richardson, Mason Sanfilippo,
and Isaac Vaadia.

Council Member Shirley Peel Larimer County Sheriff John Feyen

VIPs On Deck. Liberty Common School was honored to have two key public officials on
hand at Tuesday’s Legion of XIII Induction ceremony. Their presence is a reminder of the
importance high-quality public education plays in the leadership of our community. Joining
our senior and kindergarten students were Larimer County Sheriff John Feyen and Fort
Collins City Council Member Shirley Peel. Sheriff Feyen was sworn in Tuesday morning,
making the ceremony his first official appointment as the Sheriff. READ THE STORY
HERE. If you see these public servants about town, please let them know how grateful we
all are for their engagement with our excellent school.

Loveland Classical Symposium. Our friends at Loveland Classical Schools extended an
invitation for Liberty Common students, staff, faculty, and parents to join them at their
sixth-annual classical symposium scheduled for Sat 4 Feb 2023 from 9:00AM–3:00PM.
The event will include incredible talks on music, history, virtue, mathematics, philosophy,
art, literature, and much more. CLICK HERE for more information.

Immunizations. Parents, please review the 2023-2024 immunization letter from the
state. All non-medical vaccine exemptions must be submitted annually and can be
submitted for the 2023-2024 school year beginning Sat 1 July 2023. Vaccine rates are
available upon request. Please email school nurse, Natalie Dybzinski, with any
questions.

Young Engineers. Liberty Common School’s 6th-grade
robotics team, the Robot Rebels, won an invitation to the
FLL Morocco Invitational competition taking place this
May. The Robot Rebels are one of only four teams from
the United States selected in a field of 47 teams from 40
different countries. We are incredibly proud of our
roboteers. Stay tuned for more information about their
trip. Pictured: Allie Smith, Anna Smith, Mateo Romero
and Charlie Notarfrancesco. Coaches: CJ Smith and
Sarah Smith.
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Outstanding Young Marines. 7th grader Malachi
Hamilton, a Lance Corporal in the Rocky Mountain Young
Marines, was recently recognized as Honor Graduate of the
Division 4 Junior Leadership School held in December. The
Honor Graduate is chosen as the highest-scoring graduate
in the school. He also received the Iron Mike Award, which
recognizes the Young Marine with the highest physical-
fitness-test score.

Kurt Hoyer, a 10th grader at Liberty and a Gunnery
Sergeant in the Young Marines was just named the Colorado
Regiment Young Marine of the Year. This award is given to
the most outstanding Young Marine in Northern Colorado.
For more about the program gmail the Rocky Mountain
Young Marines.

LCHS Robotics. Teams L.A.S.E.R. and Vision
Robotics attended their first qualifying tournament of
the season in Denver. Both teams did
exceptionally well in both the robot game and judging
presentations.   L.A.S.E.R. received a 3rd-place "Think
Award" demonstrating a well-documented engineering
portfolio that impressed the judges. Vision received the
first-place Design award demonstrating an impressive
robot design using custom 3D-printed parts.

Both teams participated in the semifinals for the robot
game, and Vision finished 6th out of 26 teams in a very
competitive qualifier. Thanks to all the parents and
volunteers who helped make this happen and
congratulations to both teams for their achievements.
The next qualifier will be in Littleton, CO on Sat 4 Feb
2023.

LCS News
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2023 Spelling Bee All The Buzz. On Thursday, January 12th, Brielle LeVasseur, of
Mrs. Robinson’s 4th-grade class, won 1st Place in the 2022-2023 Liberty Common
Elementary School Spelling Bee. Brielle correctly spelled the word configuration and
sealed the championship. She will now go on to compete in a written test to see if she
qualifies for district competition. Good Luck Brielle.

Congratulations to all classroom winners who competed in the school-wide spelling bee.
Briella Fletcher (Mr. Siener’s Class)
Brielle LeVasseur (Mrs. Robinson’s Class)
Afrozai Taj (Mrs. Howe’s Class)
Eva Joyce (Mr. Ronen’s Class)
Jameson Garnier (Ms. Webb’s Class)
Evelyn Swope (Mrs. Hersh’s Class)
Hunter Frisch (Mrs. Hickman’s Class)
Eli Toth (Mrs. Cardenas’ Class)
Bruce Zhou (Mrs. Brennan’s Class)
Zoe Matsui (Mr. Huey’s Class)
Genevieve Dybzinski (Mrs. Jurgens’ Class)

Front-Office Staff Gives Thanks. Mrs. Voggesser, Mrs. Russell, Mrs. Dame, Mrs.
Ronen, and Mrs. Miller thank all students and parents who bestowed gifts upon them
during the Christmas season. They wish you a great 2023 filled with love, good health,
and we hope that you encounter kindness every day. 

Last Chance to Order Yearbooks. What a fantastic school year we have had so far. Let
your children share their best experiences with you and keep their memories for years to
come with the purchase of a personalized yearbook. Fri 27 Jan 2023 is the deadline to
personalize and guarantee your order. Order your yearbook here.

Plato-Campus News

Parking Reminder. Parents: Please carefully review the photo below and note the areas
in the back parking lot that are provided for parent parking. The areas behind Advanced
Energy are not to be used for parking or student drop-off. Our neighbors are concerned for
your student's safety and we want to make sure we are being good neighbors by not
parking in restricted areas. 

Intent-to-Return for Parents of 5th Graders.  The deadline for 5th-grade intent-to-return
letters is today. This form communicates your 5th-grade student will be returning for 6th

https://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A09828493


grade at Liberty Common School for the 2023-2024 academic year. Your spot is
guaranteed if you want it, but you do need to complete the intent-to-return form in order to
claim a spot in the 6th-grade class. An electronic copy of the form can be
found here. Email Mrs. Stoltzfus or Mrs. Allen with any questions.

Star-Studded Winter Carnival. Join us for an
evening "At the Movies" on Fri 3 Feb 2023 from 5:30–
7:30PM. This free family event includes games,
crafts, balloon twisters, bouncy houses, and a red-
carpet-worthy photo booth. Panino’s pizza and a
drink are available for $5. Dress up as your favorite
movie character and enter the Student Council
contest with prizes for best-dressed in each grade.
This volunteer-run event needs your help to premiere.
Click here to participate or here to donate items.

Aristotle-Campus News

Totally 80s Winter Carnival. The Aristotle-Campus
Winter Carnival will be on Fri 3 Feb 2023 from 5:00–
7:00PM. Dress in your best 80s attire and enjoy a free
night of games, dancing, crafts, and more. Pizza and
drinks will be available for $5. Don’t miss this totally
tubular event for the whole family. This volunteer-run
even needs your help to rock. Sign up here to
volunteer or donate items for the event.

Athletics

Pre-Season Soccer and Track. With forecasts over 40 degrees for the next ten days,
teams are excited to get some off-season training underway:

Girls’ Soccer will train at Stu Case Park from 4:00–5:30PM on Tue 17 Jan 2023 and
Thu 19 Jan 2023. If you would like to receive information about pre-season training
and updates leading into the season, please fill out the form HERE. 
Track & Field will train Tue 17 Jan 2023 from 3:45–5:00PM at the Everett Field
Track. More information about the off-season can be found HERE. If you would like
to receive information about pre-season training and updates, please fill out the
form HERE. 

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-to-date
information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature

Raise the Torch
By: Cindy Skalicky, Boardmember
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Welcome back! We hope families had a restful winter
break and enjoyed the extra time with loved ones to
relax, celebrate holiday traditions, and raise a glass - a
toast to 2023.
 
That is the theme of this message to you from your
Liberty Common Board of Directors: “RAISE.” What do
we mean?
 
First, at the April 2022 Board Meeting, the Board of
Directors voted to raise the number of students who
can benefit from such an outstanding education - we
voted to expand. Welcome to all new Liberty families,
staff and administrators at our new Aristotle campus!
We are so thrilled to have you.
 
Second, we want to raise awareness to all families,

new and existing. By now, all families have received the end-of-year letter outlining our 5+
year plan to bring to life 4 key initiatives: Continuing growth inside the new k-4 Aristotle
campus at Horsetooth and Taft Hill (soon to host 5th and 6th grades), sourcing a junior-
high location for the additional students as we expand, and building a performance facility
that will also allow for additional classroom and administrative space at the high school.
Finally, we are raising the profile, brand look, and reach of the school itself with a new,
beautiful, easy-to-use, resourceful website that will definitely make you want to hit the “like”
or “love” emoji online. Stay tuned for details and timing, and thank you to all who
completed our survey! We are deeply grateful to Mrs. Kallie Cooper who is spearheading
this massive, worthwhile endeavor.
 
In light of the above, the Development Committee, Expansion Committee, and the entire
Board, administration, our founders, alumni, volunteers, the donor community (you) and
beyond - have been hard at work crafting a plan to raise necessary funds to support
these initiatives.
 
The capital to make these facility investments will come from four areas: New bonds
issued through Liberty's Building Corp, the Raise the Torch fundraising campaign (donor
initiative), savings from Liberty's general fund reserves, and grant funding. A huge thank
you goes to Brett Harkey and Todd Arndorfer for their tireless commitment and
hundreds of hours writing and researching grants, many of which are already secured (
$1.1M and counting thus far), to the Expansion Committee led by our Board Chair, Tricia
Diehl, and to the Finance Committee led by Board Treasurer Todd Arndofer and the
eagle eye of Principal Torgun Lovely for their steadfast commitment to the wise
management of our resources over the years. This has put us in an excellent position to
confidently move forward with a plan that realizes the dreams set forth by our founders 25
years ago - to form and raise up high character, well-educated citizens into the world.

As members of a parent-led Board, we are grateful to
all the families who have contributed to the Raise the
Torch initiative so far. As you consider your
contribution, it’s important to call out this important fact:
Every dollar donated to this campaign will reduce future
bond repayments by two dollars … and have a lasting
effect on students for decades to come. If you have not
yet had the chance to contribute, please consider doing
so today - you can do so here with just a few
clicks. We thank you sincerely for your support!
 
Have you made a New Year’s resolution to attend a Board meeting this year? Its next
meeting is coming up on January 26. It meets monthly at the Aristotle campus, and we’d
love to see you there.
 
A reminder that all Board actions are detailed in the minutes each month and may be
found under the BOD tab on the school website. Happy New Year!
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News Worth Repeating

Substitute Teachers/TAs Needed.  All three of our campuses are looking for substitute
teachers to help out in classrooms, the health office, and the front office.  If you are
interested in subbing for Liberty Common School, please email the school’s operations
department—no formal training or degree required. All classroom materials will be
provided. If you know of a good candidate outside the LCS community, please pass this
information along.

Internet-Safety Seminar. Officer Ehrich Weis will present “Footsteps in a Digital World,”
an educated view on social media, on Wed 25 Jan 2023 at 6:30PM in the LCHS Great
Hall. He will discuss common social-media applications students use and how to ensure
safe practices for young adults. The presentation will utilize case studies from School
Resource Officers with first-hand experience dealing with safety concerns for students
utilizing social media. 

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth

From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:  

“Rule No. 194. Respect for Property of
Others. When out of town on athletic trips, do not feel
that you are privileged to take property that is not
yours. The idea of collecting spoons, napkins, glasses,
from restaurants and hotels has long been discarded as
hoodlumism. It is stealing, though you may call it by
some other name.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions

School-Attendance Dates:
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day

School Holidays and Intermissions:
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors

Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257

You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.

Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 26 Jan 2023 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora

Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)

mailto:bhanawalt@libertycommon.org
mailto:BOD@libertycommon.org


1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org 
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526

Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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